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of archbishops, archdeacons, lord bishops, chancellors, &c., are
drawn out of the Pope's shop together with their offices, so the
government which they use ... is antichrist! an and devilish,
and contrary to the scriptures. And as safely may we, by the
warrant of God's word, subscribe to allow the dominion of the
Pope universally to rule over the word of God, as of an arch-
bishop over a whole province, or a lord bishop over a diocese
which containeth many shires and parishes. For the dominion
that they exercise . . . is unlawful and expressly forbidden by
the word of God . . .

"Wliat should we speak of the archbishop's court, sith all
men know it? and your wisdoms cannot but see what it is. As
all other courts are subject to this by the Pope's prerogative,
yea: and by statute of this realm yet unrepealed, so is it the
fiUhyquake-tnire and poisoned plash of all the abominations
that" do infect the whole realm . . . And as for the commissaries'
court, thatjsjbuj^a^petty little stinking ditch tliar^ovvelh out
of that lormer great puddle, robbing Christ's Church oflawTul
jmstOi'B, UfwafcuTul seniors and elders, and careful deacons . . .

And as for the apparel, though we have been long borne in
hand, and yet are, that it is for order and decency commanded,
yet we know and have proved that there is neither order nor
comeliness nor obedience in using it ... Neither is the con-
troversy betwixt them and us (as they would bear tEe jvorld in
hand)~foFa^"cap7 a' tippet" ^o^a^iurplice, Lut for great^maTters
eoncerningTrfrue^^

ing to the word ... If it might please her Majesty, by the
acTvtce of your Eight Honourable, in this High Court of Parlia-
ment, to hear us by writing or otherwise to defend ourselves,
then, such is the equity of our cause that we would trust to
find favour in her Majesty's sight ... If this cannot be obtained,
we will, by God's grace, address ourselves to defend his truth
by suffering and willingly lay our heads to the block, and this
shall be our peace, to have quiet consciences with our God,
whom we will abide for with all patience until he work our full
deliverance.                           First Admonition1 to Parliament, 1572.
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